1. Expert Review:
· Description:
· An expert review is conducted when a content expert or an expert in the field of study reviews proposed research materials to provide feedback on the research materials. The purpose of expert review is to help ensure the face and content validity of the items/materials. Expert reviewers may also provide feedback on the readability of the materials. 
· No data or participant information is included in the analysis.
· This type of review typically does not involve direct interaction with human participants.
· Key Point:
· Expert review is not considered human subjects research and does not require informed consent.
2. Field Testing:
· Description:
· Field testing involves the evaluation of a survey, questionnaire, educational material, or other instrument for clarity, usability, and feasibility before it is used in a formal research study.
· The field test group should be similar to the target population.
· The data collected during field testing are used for refinement purposes only and will not be used for research analysis or publication.
· Participants are informed that the data they provide will be used for testing purposes and will not be used as research data.
· Process:
· Complete the "Field Testing Information Form" (link to form).
· This form informs participants that their data will not be used for research.
· Key Point:
· Data collected during field testing is strictly for instrument refinement and cannot be used for research.
· Participants are informed that this is not research.
3. Pilot Testing:
· Description:
· Pilot testing is a small-scale preliminary study conducted to evaluate the feasibility, design, methodology, and/or reliability of an instrument in a proposed research study
· Pilot testing involves collecting data from human participants similar to the target population that will be used for research purposes e.g., testing the reliability of an instrument).
· Informed consent is required from all participants.
· If the pilot test is conducted at a site other than the university, a letter of cooperation is also required.
· Process:
· Submit a full IRB application, including:
· A detailed research protocol.
· Informed consent documents.
· A letter of cooperation if the pilot test is conducted at an external site.
· The IRB will conduct a review of the proposed pilot study.
· Upon approval, you may proceed with the pilot test and research.
· Key Point:
· Pilot testing is considered human subjects research and requires IRB review and informed consent regardless of sample size.
· A letter of cooperation is needed if the pilot test is conducted at another site.


Which Process is Right for You?
· If your project involves an expert in the field analyzing proposed research materials, choose Expert Review.
· If you are testing an instrument for clarity and usability without using the data for research, choose Field Testing.
· If you are conducting a small-scale preliminary study with human participants where the data will be used for research, choose Pilot Testing.
 

